
 

 
 

Our Vision 
At Crickhowell High School, our curriculum is designed to provide inclusive, ambitious and engaging learning 
experiences that enable all learners to realise the four purposes of the Curriculum for Wales. We aim to develop 
learners who are ambitious, capable learners; enterprising, creative contributors; ethical, informed citizens; and 
healthy, confident individuals. Our curriculum reflects our unique local context within the Brecon Beacons 
community while preparing learners to engage confidently in a diverse, global society. 
We ensure all learners develop strong literacy, numeracy and digital competence skills across all Areas of Learning 
and Experience.  
Our curriculum promotes wellbeing, independence and resilience, enabling learners to succeed in their education 
and future pathways. 
We work collaboratively with our learners, staff, parents, cluster primary schools and wider community to ensure our 
curriculum meets the needs and aspirations of all learners. 
All students leave Crickhowell High School with a range of relevant qualifications so that they are prepared and able 
to thrive as part of society. We want all our students to “be the best they can be” during their time with us, and for 
the rest of their lives. Our vision will be underpinned by the guiding pillars of excellent teaching as outlined in our 
Learning and Teaching policy. 
 

Curriculum Organisation 
The curriculum at Crickhowell High School is organised across the six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE) and is 
carefully sequenced to support learner progression and skill development. Learners experience a broad and balanced 
curriculum in Key Stage 3 that provides strong foundations for Key Stage 4 and beyond. 
Our curriculum provides both academic and vocational pathways to ensure all learners can achieve success. In 
developing our curriculum we have engaged with our learners, parents, carers, wider community, cluster and 
stakeholders to show how we are approaching learning progression and arrangements for assessment.  
Developing students skills in Literacy, Numeracy and Digital technologies is the responsibility of all AOLEs. These 
skills are mapped and coordinated across all areas of the curriculum.  
 

English and Literacy 
The English curriculum develops learners’ literacy, communication and critical thinking skills. 
Learners develop confidence in reading, writing, speaking and listening across a wide range of texts and contexts. 
The curriculum supports learners in becoming effective communicators, critical thinkers and creative contributors. 
Literacy skills developed in English are applied across all Areas of Learning and Experience to support learner 
progression. 
 

Mathematics and Numeracy 
The Mathematics curriculum develops learners’ numeracy, reasoning and problem-solving skills. 
Learners develop confidence in applying mathematical concepts in real-life contexts. 
The curriculum supports learners in becoming confident, capable problem solvers. 
Numeracy skills are embedded across the curriculum to support learner progression and independence. 
 

Humanities 
The Humanities curriculum includes Geography, History and Religion, Values and Ethics, and supports learners to 
develop a strong understanding of identity, diversity and citizenship. 
Learners explore local, national and global perspectives, helping them understand their role as informed and 
responsible citizens. The curriculum develops critical thinking, ethical understanding and awareness of historical and 
geographical processes. 
 



Languages, Literacy and Communication 
Learners develop strong communication skills in English, Welsh and modern foreign languages including French, 
Spanish and German. 
The curriculum provides an international language pathway that prepares learners to engage confidently in a global 
society. Learners develop confidence in reading, writing, speaking and listening across languages. 
 

Expressive Arts 
Expressive Arts includes Art and Design, Drama and Music, providing opportunities for learners to develop creative 
and performance skills. 
Learners develop creativity, innovation and confidence through practical and collaborative learning experiences. 
The curriculum supports learners’ cultural understanding and personal expression. 
 

Science and Technology 
Learners develop scientific understanding, technological awareness and digital competence. 
Digital competence is embedded across the curriculum, enabling learners to use technology safely, creatively and 
effectively. The curriculum prepares learners for future careers in science, technology and engineering. 
 

Health and Wellbeing (HWB) 
The Health and Wellbeing curriculum at Crickhowell High School supports learners to develop the knowledge, skills 
and confidence to lead healthy, safe and fulfilling lives. It includes Physical Education, Personal and Social Education, 
Food and Nutrition, and wider wellbeing provision. 
Learners develop physical literacy, resilience and emotional wellbeing through Physical Education and active 
participation in sport and physical activity. This supports learners’ lifelong health and promotes positive attitudes 
towards physical wellbeing. 
Through Personal and Social Education, learners explore key themes including safeguarding, relationships and 
sexuality education, mental health, diversity, citizenship, and personal development, enabling them to become 
informed, ethical and confident individuals. 
Food and Nutrition develops learners’ practical life skills, independence and understanding of healthy lifestyles. 
Learners develop knowledge of nutrition, food preparation and sustainable food choices, enabling them to make 
informed decisions that support their wellbeing and future independence. 
The HWB curriculum also promotes independence, resilience, leadership and personal responsibility, preparing 
learners for their future education, employment and life beyond school. 
 
 

Curriculum Design and Progression 
Our curriculum is designed to support learner progression through carefully sequenced learning. 
Learners develop knowledge, skills and experiences that prepare them for further education, training and 
employment. 
The curriculum provides opportunities for leadership, enrichment and personal development. 
Learner voice plays an important role in shaping curriculum development. 
 

Skills & Cross Cutting Themes  
In creating our new curriculum we have clearly mapped how we are developing our learners skills; in literacy, 
numeracy and digital communication frameworks. Our Skill Leaders have identified skills that are explicitly 
developed through linked AoLE and those that are delivered through everyday learning experiences.  
The four purposes are also underpinned by skills which should be developed within a wide range of learning and 
teaching. Our curriculum includes opportunities for learners to experience and develop other integral skills and cross 
cutting themes.  
 

Curriculum Evaluation and Development 
Crickhowell High School regularly evaluates curriculum provision through self-evaluation, quality assurance and 
stakeholder feedback. 
Leaders use learner voice, staff feedback and performance information to refine curriculum provision. 
We work closely with our primary cluster and wider community to ensure effective progression. 
Curriculum development is ongoing and responsive to learner needs. 



 
 

Assessment and Reporting to Parents  
Within each AoLE ‘what matter statements’, there are five ‘progression steps' that learners can achieve by the end of 
Y11. Staff will monitor pupil progress and provide information on the next steps.  
As a school will inform parents and carers in a number of ways about their child’s progress.  
For years 7-9 this will include:  

1. Written feedback on summative assessments in/on learner work  
2. A termly interim report to parents which will include information on their child’s progress against the what 

matters statements and a brief summary on their wellbeing  
3. An annual report to parents  

During summative data reports we will use the following language to determine where students are in terms of 
progression; Developing, Secure and Mastery.  
For years 10-13, this will include 

1. Half termly updates on G4S on progress. 
2. Written feedback on summative assessments in/on learner work 
3. An annual report to parents  

In these reports the school will use GCSE grades, A* through to C grade. 
 
 

Reviewing our Curriculum  
At Crickhowell High School we will continually review the curriculum through using our on-going whole school self-
evaluation and quality assurance for teaching and learning. Methods of evaluation will include learner voice, 
parental and teacher feedback and will be reviewed inline with our curriculum policy.  
The school also undertakes regular evaluation against faculty and whole school improvement plans. Progress 
towards these priorities will be reported to the governing body through:  

• Regular Head Teacher reports to the full governing body  

• Link governor activities  

• Bulletins to parents  

• Annual reports to parents  
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