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Dear Year 8 Students

This is it ς ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ¸ŜŀǊ уΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
three years are important as this is when you 
commence Learning Pathways to qualifications which 
will stay with you for the rest of your life.

Now is the time to choose qualifications for the next 
stage of your education.

Your Form Tutor, Progress Leader, parents / carers and 
teachers are all dedicated and here to support you in 
making the right choices. If you have any questions, or 
any concerns, please reach out to us!

Good luck

Rhagoriaeth Drwy Ymdrech



Our Philosophy 
Ein Gweledigaeth

Our 13-16 Curriculum offer has been designed to 
prepare students the make the successful 
transition into Sixth Form, College, Work and 
Higher Education. It is not necessary to study as 
many GCSEs as you can but to study subjects that 
you are passionate about and in which you can 
maximise your potential. The option choices 
available allow a Personalised Learning Pathway 
to meet your needs and interests. There will also 
be a wide range of extra-curricular and super 
curricular activities available.

Throughout our 13-16 curriculum we will 
continue to focus on the four purposes which will 
enable all learners to become

ü Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn 
throughout their lives.

ü Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to 
play a full part in life and work.

ü Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the 
world.

ü Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead 
fulfilling lives as valued members of society



Option Events
Digwyddiadau Opsiynau
To support this process a series of additional 
resources and open door guidance are available 
to both learners and their parents. These include:

ÅOur Guidance Powerpoint : The Option Process

ÅOur Options Booklet

ÅFor Specific guidance, please email: 
allysonh@chs.wales

ÅIndividual consulations with members of the 
leadership Team.

Dates to note

ÅY8 Options Evening ς Tuesday 18th March 6pm 
@ Crickhowell High School

ÅY8 Parents/Carers Evening ς Thursday 20th  
March 2024

ÅDeadline for return of initial trawl -  Friday 28th 
March

ÅOption Blocks distributed by Friday 11th April

ÅDeadline for return of option choices ς Friday 
2nd May

mailto:allysonh@chs.wales


Core Subjects

Pynciau Craidd

Under the Welsh Qualification 
Framework, all students are required to 
study the following core subjects to 
GCSE.

ÅDouble Award ς English Language and 
Literature

ÅDouble Award ς Mathematics and 
Numeracy

ÅDouble Award ς The Sciences

ÅSingle Award ς Welsh

In addition to these subjects, all learners 
will have lessons in Health and Wellbeing 
(Core PE and PSE) and Humanities 
(Religion, Philosophy and Ethics).



Optional  
Subjects
Pynciau 
Opsiynol

Students will be 
required to identify 5 
option subjects for 
study in Year 9. This will 
then be reduced to 3 
option subjects for 
study when they enter 
Year 10, helping them to 
specialise further.  



INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS
Gwybodaeth ar gyfer Rhieni / Gofalwyr

We will offer every student
ÅIndividual guidance from a Careers Advisor
ÅCareers Advisors will give access to the 

online Careers Library and training in how to 
make the best use of its resources.

ÅA variety of work-related activities
ÅA programme of Personal and Social 

Education 

Canolfan Llwyddiant
The centre will continue to provide 
individualised learning support for students 
with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) on
ÅA withdrawal basis with some students given 

special tuition individually or in small groups
ÅLimited specialist support alongside the 

mainstream class teacher



Core Subjects
Pynciau Craidd



Double Award Qualification : English 
Language and Literature

Over the course of their Key Stage Four studies in this core subject, 
students will be prepared for either GCSE English Language and 
Literature (Single Award) or GCSE English Language and Literature 
(Double Award).

GCSE English Language and Literature builds upon the skills 
developed by the Curriculum for Wales, allowing students the 
opportunity to:

Å  experience and respond to a variety of diverse literature that 
gives them insight into the culture, people and history of Wales 
as well as the wider world

Å build on their linguistic skills and apply their understanding of 
linguistic concepts to adapt and manipulate language so that 
they can communicate effectively to a range of different 
audiences

Course Outline:

This is a unitised qualification, comprising of both external 
examinations and non-examined assessments.

What Will I Study?

Å Poetry, narrative fictional prose, and drama texts
Å Creative non-fiction writing
Å Oracy that will include a group discussion



How Will I be Assessed?







Double Science
¢ƘŜ ΨƴŜǿΩ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŦƻǊ ²ŀƭŜǎ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ 
GCSE Double Science. This is a co-ordinated course of science made 
up of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

The construct of GCSE Double Award Science qualification is to: 

Å explain phenomena scientifically to demonstrate how the world 
works 

Å construct and evaluate designs for scientific enquiry and 
interpret  scientific data and evidence critically 

Å research, evaluate and use scientific information to make 
informed decisions. 

5ƻǳōƭŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ н D/{9ΩǎΦ Double Science would allow a 
student to study a Science at AS level.

There are 5 Units 

Å Unit 1. Bringing the Science Together

Å Unit 2. Practical Science

Å Unit 3. Biology

Å Unit 4. Chemistry

Å Unit 5. Physics

All learners will sit unit 1 (worth 15%) in Year 10. All other units will 
be sat in Year 11. 

There are 2 tier of entry :-

HIGHER Tier: Grades A*- D

FOUNDATION Tier: Grades C- G



Unit 1: Bringing the Sciences Together

This unit will be based on specified content from biology, 
chemistry, and physics sections of the specification, which 
lend themselves to an interdisciplinary teaching approach. 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

Å explore science through an interdisciplinary approach 

Å apply knowledge, understanding and skills from across 
The   
        Sciences to real 
Å life contexts 

Å interpret scientific data and evidence critically 

Å evaluate scientific information to make informed 
decisions. 

Unit 2: Practical Science

Practical science is an integral element of the 
qualification. Practical work engages learners 
throughout the qualification by bringing their 
learning to life and encouraging curiosity. This 
unit assesses the skills developed throughout 
the qualification. 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

Åundertake practical science experiments 

Åinterpret scientific data and evidence 

Åinquire into and apply scientific knowledge 

Åplan and evaluate designs for scientific 
enquiry. 



Unit 3: Biology

This unit will be based on the following: 

Åthe world around us is full of living things which 
depend on each other for survival 

Åbeing curious and searching for answers is essential 
to understanding and predicting phenomena.

ü The purpose of this unit is to: 

ü explore phenomena scientifically to explain how 
the living      

       world works 

ü apply knowledge, understanding and skills from 
the biology 

       content to real life contexts 

ü interpret scientific data and evidence critically 

ü evaluate scientific information to make informed 
decisions. 



Unit 4:  Chemistry

This unit will be based on the following: 

Åmatter and the way it behaves defines our 
universe and shapes our lives 

Åbeing curious and searching for answers is 
essential to understanding and predicting 

Åphenomena. 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

ü explore phenomena scientifically to explain how 
matter defines the universe 

ü apply knowledge, understanding and skills from 
the chemistry content to real life contexts 

ü interpret scientific data and evidence critically 

ü evaluate scientific information to make informed 
decisions. 



Unit 5:  Physics

This unit will be based on the following: 

Åforces and energy provide a foundation for 

    understanding our universe 

Åbeing curious and searching for answers is 

    essential to understanding and predicting 

    phenomena. 

The purpose of this unit is to: 

ü explore phenomena scientifically to explain 
forces and energy 

ü apply knowledge, understanding and skills 
from the physics content to real life contexts 

ü interpret scientific data and evidence critically 

ü evaluate scientific information to make 
informed decisions. 



Science ς Supercurricular 
GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Students who are in the Science top set at the end of Year 9 will 
be given the opportunity to follow a Triple Science Pathway 
leading to separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Studying the separate Sciences is no longer possible under the 
Welsh curriculum, however as a school we feel that it is important 
to allow our learners the opportunity of studying the depth of 
these subjects especially if they intend to follow a career path 
which would need further study of the Sciences. 

The pathway for this group of students would be to sit the Double 
Science qualification first and then go on to study the additional 
topics required for either 1, 2 or all 3 of the separate Sciences. 
Time will be limited and therefore students will need to commit 
and be self-motivated to follow this pathway.

As this option is now not available through the Welsh examination 
board WJEC we will be offering this option via an English 
examination board.



GCSE Core Cymraeg Studying Cymraeg gives learners the skills they need to gain experience and 
enjoyment of Welsh culture and become confident users of the language. 
The new GCSE Core Cymraeg ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴΣ 
cultural awareness and identity, creativity and empathy. They will learn 
about how language works and develop skills that will strengthen their 
communication in other languages.

This qualification will help learners in English-medium education to better 
reflect on their own cultural identity and to understand how the world 
around us is shaped by language, ideas and experiences from different 
cultures, times, and places. 

A new course has been developed to remove the concept and terminology 
ƻŦ Ψ²ŜƭǎƘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΩΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ²ŀƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
as Welsh speakers who are continually growing their ability and confidence 
in Cymraeg as they progress along the Cymraeg continuum. 

This qualification will support the Curriculum for ²ŀƭŜǎΩ aim to enable 
learners to communicate effectively in Cymraeg, and to develop core 
understanding and response skills (listening and reading), and 
communication and expression skills (speaking and writing) in the language.

Understanding and response

ü How they understand and respond critically to a range of written texts 
and speech.

ü How they make comparisons between both written texts and spoken 
communication.

ü How they communicate thoughts, feelings and opinions in a range of 
contexts.

ü How they understand written texts and oral communication.

Communication and expression
ü How they communicate clearly and effectively in different contexts.
ü How they adapt communication for different contexts and audiences.
ü How they organise communication to support cohesion and overall 

coherence.
ü How they use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 

effect, with accurate grammar and, in written communication, 
punctuation and spelling.

The qualification will be assessed via non ς exam assessments in speaking 
(30%) and listening (20%) and in written external examinations in reading 
(25%) and writing (25%)



Level 2 Award in Additional Core Cymraeg

Learners will acquire and develop their language skills at different speeds, and 
this is particularly the case for those studying Cymraeg in English-medium 
settings. This new additional qualification is aimed at learners studying GCSE 
Core Cymraeg who are ready to advance their Cymraeg skills further.

The new Level 2 Award in Additional Core Cymraeg will offer learners in 
English-medium education an opportunity to gain experience and confidence 
in using Cymraeg day-to-day and to progress further and more quickly along 
the continuum for Cymraeg learning.

This additional qualification will inspire learners and give them the confidence 
and ambition to use and enjoy Cymraeg in their life, learning and work.

What does the qualification look like?

The qualification will be made of two units of equal size:

One unit will focus on extended verbal communication: understanding, 
responding and spontaneous conversation. The other unit will focus on 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ wŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ΨCymraeg ƛƴ aȅ !ǊŜŀΩΣ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
research, plan and apply their language skills to present information in an 
original way. Unit 1 is assessed via a digital on-line assessment, externally 
marked by WJEC. Unit 2 is an assessment of writing which will be marked by 
teachers and moderated by WJEC.

What will learners be assessed on?

The speaking and communicating in Cymraeg ǳƴƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
to:

Å Communicate spontaneously and interact with familiar and unfamiliar    
speakers.

Å Communicate knowledge, understanding, ideas, opinions and feelings.
Å Respond to the views of others.
Å Use idiomatic language, in the right way, tone and with an understanding 

of grammar that enriches expression in a range of contexts.

¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻΥ

Å Research and understand various texts.
Å Use of a range of strategies to summarise, collect, compare and analyse 

information.
Å Communicate and convey meaning in writing.



Core Physical Education

All students will participate in Core PE lessons. During 
these lessons the emphasis is on improving and 
applying skills and developing appreciation and 
knowledge. Students will:-
ÅParticipate in the major winter games (hockey, 

rugby, netball, football and badminton
ÅPlan and undertake a safe health promoting 

exercise programme
ÅParticipate in at least one summer activity selected 

from athletics, cricket, tennis, volleyball and other 
minor games.

By the end of Year 11 students are expected to:
Ψ5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
selected activities. Their performance is more 
consistent and effective. They anticipate responses 
from others and use this information to adapt their 
own performance. They undertake different roles such 
as performer, coach and official. They evaluate 
accurately and make judgements using relevant 
technical terms. They regularly participate in health 
promoting physical activity and show an 
understanding of the principles used to prepare and 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΦΩ

Rhagoriaeth Drwy Ymdrech



Option Subjects
Pynciau Opsiynol





















The GCSE course covers the following:-

Unit 1 ς Introduction to the Business World
The purpose of this unit is to introduce learners to the key concepts and  to be 
explored throughout the course.  It will cover the business world and 
fundamentals, such as economies and enterprise, business opportunities and 
challenges.  Unit 1 is assessed as a written examination and is worth 30% of the 
qualification.

Unit 2 ς Key Business Considerations
The purpose of this unit is to apply what they have learned in Unit 1 to a range of 
concepts such as business ethics, innovation or change.  It will involve the learners 
investigating a business in their locality, before writing up answers to tasks based 
on their research.  Unit 2 is a non examination assessment (NEA) set and marked 
by the WJEC and is worth 15% of the qualification.

Unit 3 ς Business Strategies for Success
The purpose of this unit is to develop greater critical thinking and understanding of 
the issues facing business and ways in which these can be solved.  Learners will 
gain a deeper understanding of the external factors affecting businesses and 
introduce learners to effective strategies for success.  Unit 3 is assessed as a 
written examination and is worth 30% of the qualification.

Unit 4 ς Business creation
The purpose of this unit is to allow for synoptic links between the other three units, 
considering a wide range of business concepts, develop business skills and consider 
how businesses are created.  Unit 4 is a non examination assessment (NEA), based 
around setting up a new business to meet a need in the learners locality.  It is 
marked in school and moderated by the WJEC, worth 25% of the qualification.

Business
The GCSE Business qualification is a course that gives learners 
opportunities to develop an understanding of business and its 
value to individuals, society and the Welsh national and global 
economy.  It enables learners to appreciate the impact of business 
on ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ lives and the environment, as well as examining ways in 
which businesses succeed or fail and the strategies required for 
success.  Leaners will also explore business creation through 
enterprise and entrepreneurship.



The GCSE course covers the following:-

Unit 1 ς Our Physical and Human World
The purpose of this unit is to introduce learners to the key concepts to be explored 
throughout the course,  exploring an equal balance of physical and human geography, 
with topics such as rivers, coasts, population and migration.  Unit 1 is assessed as a 
written examination and is worth 30% of the qualification.

Unit 2 ς Developing fieldwork skills
The purpose of this unit is to explore both fieldwork and skills and developing an 
understanding of the six-stage enquiry model.  It will involve the learners planning, 
and collecting data on a fieldtrip, before writing up their findings.  Unit 2 is a non 
examination assessment (NEA) set and marked by the WJEC and is worth 25% of the 
qualification.

Unit 3 ς Our Dynamic and Diverse World
The purpose of this unit is to introduce learners to thematic areas such as endangered 
environments (land and ocean) and resource use, as well as weather, climate and 
climate change.  We will also cover crucial topics of trade and aid, as well as social and 
global inequality.  Unit 3 is assessed as a written examination and is worth 30% of the 
qualification.

Unit 4 ς Sustainable Solutions
The purpose of this unit is to explore current geographical issues and sustainable 
futures, introducing the three pillars of sustainability and sustainability goals, based on 
taking action  on aspects such as, energy and food, hazards, mitigating risks, water and 
housing.  Unit 4 is a non examination assessment (NEA) decision making exercise, 
marked in school and moderated by the WJEC, worth 15% of the qualification.

Geography
The GCSE Geography qualification is a fantastic course that 
gives learners opportunities to experience the wonder of the 
natural world, as well as understand how and why places, 
landscapes and environments in Wales and around the world 
are changing.  They also gain a deeper understanding of the 
evolution of communities and societies globally, as well as a 
heightened awareness of the future sustainability of our 
world, with issues such as climate change.



History
GCSE History provides a solid foundation for study at A Level and 
beyond, particularly for those looking to pursue careers in the 
field of History or Archaeology, education, academia etc.  The 
GCSE History qualification has valued cross-curricular and 
transferable skills that are valued in other fields such as Law.  
Many other careers such as the museum and library services, 
media and journalism would value this qualification.

The course in its outline stage should be as follows:

Å Unit 1 : An in-depth study on Welsh History

This unit provides an insight into the development of Wales at a 
specific point in time.  This could be from one of the following 
time periods:- medieval, early-modern or modern history. This 
unit is assessed by a written examination an is worth 30% of the 
qualification

Å Unit 2 : An in-depth study on European and/or World 
History

This unit provides an understanding of an issue in European 
history in depth via historical sources and interpretations. This 
unit is an NEA and worth 20% of the overall qualification and 
marked by the WJEC.

Å Unit 3 : A study of an extended historical period

This unit provides an overview of an extended historical period 
enabling students to explore key concepts. This unit is assessed 
by a written examination an is worth 30% of the qualification.

Å Unit 4 : People and progress

This unit provides an insight into the different experiences of 
people within an extended timeframe. This unit is an NEA and 
worth 20% of the overall qualification, it is marked within school 
and moderated by the WJEC.


