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Dear Year 8 Students
This is it – you’re reaching the end of Year 8. The next three years are important because this is when you
commence Learning Pathways to qualifications which will stay with you for the rest of your life.
Now it is time to choose your qualifications for the next stage of your education from age 13 – 16.
Your tutor, parents and teachers are all dedicated to helping you make the right choices. If you have any
questions, or any difficulties, please speak up!
Good Luck

Jackie Parker
Headteacher

Allyson Hand
Senior Leader : Student Achievement and ITE
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Our Philosophy
Our 13 – 16 GCSE Curriculum offer has been designed to prepare students to make the successful transition
into Sixth Form, College, Work, and Higher Education. It is not necessary to study as many GCSEs as you can.
What is important is that you achieve the best quality results in an appropriate number of qualifications for
your ability or talent. The option choices available allow a Personalised Learning Pathway to meet your
needs and interests. There will also be a wide range of extra-curricular activities available.
Throughout our 13-16 curriculum we will focus on four purposes to enable all students to become:
•
•
•
•

Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives.
Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work
Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world
Healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society
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Option Events
To support this process a series of additional resources and open door guidance are available to you. These
include:
•
•
•

Our Guidance Powerpoint : The Option Process
Open door guidance, please email : Year8options2020@chs.wales
Individual consultations if required with members of the Leadership Team

We would like to draw your attention to the following dates and deadlines:
•
•

Friday 1st May 2020 – Deadline for completion of online Options form.
Friday 19th June 2020 – KS4 Options 2018-19 individual learning contract agreed

Introduction
Coursework/Controlled Assessment/Non-Examined Assessments (NEA)
All students will have coursework to complete in a range of subjects. Coursework is essential as it allows
students to work more independently giving them the opportunity to display skills and knowledge acquired
in the classroom. It is expected that students use their research skills in order to produce work of a high
quality. All exam boards set strict deadlines for the completion of controlled assessments, and it is
imperative that students meet all deadlines set by their teacher.

Independent Learning
Students are set independent learning tasks on a regular basis and, as with coursework, it must be completed
to the best of their ability if they are to realise their true potential. As a guide, students are expected to
complete 10-15 hours of independent learning each week; some of this is homework prescribed by the
teacher, but students are also expected to carry out their own research to enhance their knowledge and
understanding of particular topics. It is also hoped that students will actively involve themselves in extracurricular activities that will enhance their understanding.

Crickhowell High School

[7]

Ysgol Uwchradd Crughywel

Headteacher/Pennaeth:
Jackie Parker

Choosing Options 2020
In order to maximise the number of students being able to study their first choices of options in 2019 we are
moving to “free” option choices rather than placing subjects in set blocks as in previous years.

Core Subjects
Under the Welsh Qualification Framework all students are required to study the following core Subjects to
GCSE. English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Numeracy, Double or Triple Science, Full Course
Welsh and the Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Certificate.
As well as these subjects; Health and Wellbeing (including PE) lessons and Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
lessons must be taken by all students.

Optional Subjects
As well as studying these Core subjects’ students may chose three other subjects from the Non-Core list
(p27-47) of the Options booklet.
However, please note that if students wish to choose Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) they
must put Triple Science as one of their option choices. Students choosing Triple Science will then have only
two further choices of subjects.
The school will assess the suitability of students who opt for Triple Award to see if this is the right choice
for the student. A similar procedure will also occur with other subjects to check the suitability of the
student for that particular subject.
Please select 3 subjects (including Triple Science if this is one of your choices) plus 3 reserves in order of
preference.
Subject 1
Subject 2
Subject 3
Reserve 1
Reserve 2
Reserve 3

e.g. Triple Award Science
e.g. French
e.g. Geography
e.g, History
e.g. Food & Nutrition
e.g. Drama

As indicated above all students have to be taught Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (including PSE) and Health
and Wellbeing (including PE) lessons. These also provide potential routes for further qualifications.

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE)
Aspects of RS will be taught to all students in Religion, Philosophy and Ethics lessons during Years 9 and 10.
Students will take a short course qualification in RS (equivalent to half a GCSE) at the end of Year 10. Students
will choose during Year 10 whether they want to complete the full course qualification in RS, if they do, they
will continue with RS into Year 11.
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Health and Wellbeing (including PE)
4 lessons of PE will be taught to all students in Year 9 and 3 in Years 10 and 11 per timetable cycle. Students
will have the opportunity to take a short course qualification in PE (equivalent to half a GCSE) at the end of
year 10 if they wish.
If students wish to complete the full course qualification in PE, they will need to choose the subject as one
of their Options.

How to make your choice of options
• Consider the options on offer
• Think about your strengths and how the subjects
on offer will match these.
Read the Booklet

• Make use of the Guidance Powerpoint and Open
Door Guidance
Discuss your ideas • Consider information from the recent year 8
with parents and
reports
staff

• Make sure you list your choices in order of
preference. Top 3 and then 3 more reserves.
Fill in the options
• Submit the form by Friday 1st May 2020
form and return it
to Reception

Options process

School writes to
you

• The school will consider your preferences and
may wish to discuss these with you
• Your choices will be circulated to subject staff to
confirm that they feel you have the right pathway

• The school will communicate your finalised
options by 19th June 2020

Crickhowell High School
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Careers Information for Parents
Careers Education
We will offer every student
•
•
•
•

individual guidance from an impartial Careers Adviser
Careers advisors will give access to the Careers Library and training in how to make the best use of
its resources
a variety of work-related activities
a programme of Personal and Social Education which includes Careers activities.

Canolfan Llwyddiant / Success Centre
The Centre will continue to provide individualised learning support for students with Additional Learning
Needs (ALN) on:
1. a withdrawal basis with some students given special tuition individually or in small groups
2. limited specialist support alongside the mainstream class teacher.
Students will be offered the opportunity of being entered for external examinations in some of their subjects
but with due regard to their particular learning difficulties. A statement of special needs may be submitted
to examination boards on behalf of selected students in order to request special examination arrangements.
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Core Subjects
All students follow courses in the core subjects of:

English: Language
English: Literature
Mathematics
Mathematics: Numeracy
Science
Either Triple Science or Double Science
Core Physical Education
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
Welsh
Welsh Baccalaureate: Skills Challenge Certificate (SCC)

Crickhowell High School
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English: Language
Course Outline:
A linear course assessed by both non-examination assessments (oracy) and external assessments (Reading
and Writing).

What will I study?
•
•
•
•

Analysis of prose by major writers.
Analysis of descriptive, narrative, expository, argumentation, persuasive and instructional texts.
Writing for literary and non-literary purposes.
Speaking and Listening that will include an individual presentation and a group discussion.

How will I be assessed?
Students will be assessed through three assessment components as follows:
•
•
•

Unit 1: Oracy (non-examination assessment) 20%
Unit 2: Reading and Writing (2-hour external assessment) 40%
Unit 3: Reading and Writing (2-hour external assessment) 40%

SPEAKING and LISTENING (Unit 1) is an integral component of the final grade. It is teacher assessed
throughout the two years and consists of two units:
1. Individual presentation
2. Group discussion
All assessment components will cater for the full range of ability and will be un-tiered allowing access to the
grades A*-G. Candidates achieving less than the minimum grade G will be recorded as U (ungraded).
Half of the marks for the writing section on both papers will be awarded for communication and organisation
(meaning, purpose, readers and structure) and the other half for writing accurately (language, grammar,
punctuation and spelling).

Post 16 pathways and career opportunities
It is necessary to stress the importance of this subject for future prospects. Very few higher educational
establishments or prospective employers will be interested in a candidate who has not achieved a
satisfactory level in English.
Future careers could involve any role that involves communication skills, for example: Publishing/Media and
Journalism/Librarianship/Teaching/Law

Director of Learning – Mrs Melanie Watts – melaniew@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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English: Literature
Course Outline:
A course assessed by one non-examination assessment unit and two external assessment units.

What will I study?
•
•

The unit 3 non-examination assessment unit will include two pieces of extended writing: a study of
Shakespeare and Welsh Writing in English.
The external assessments are based on:
o Unit 1-Different Cultures Prose (novel studied in class) and unseen contemporary poetry.
o Unit 2a-Literary Heritage Drama and Contemporary Prose.

How will I be assessed?
Students will be assessed through three assessment components as follows:
Unit 1 : 35% (external examination)
Unit 2a: 40% (external examination)
Unit 3: 25% (non-examination assessment)
Based upon the teachers’ observations, assignment marks and internal examination performance
throughout the course, students will be entered for either Foundation or Higher Tier examinations. There
will be two examination papers for each tier which will each be of two hours’ duration, providing 75% of the
final grade.

Director of Learning – Mrs Melanie Watts – melaniew@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Mathematics
During Key Stage 4, within Mathematics lessons students will study towards two distinct GCSE’s. They will
study GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy and GCSE Mathematics. Details of each GCSE is included below:
GCSE Mathematics and GCSE Mathematics - Numeracy

Summary of Assessment
There are 3 tiers of entry for this qualification.
Higher Tier:
Intermediate Tier:
Foundation Tier:

Grades A*-C
Grades B –E
Grades D-G

Learners entered for this qualification must sit both units at either foundation, intermediate or higher tier,
in the same examination series.
Unit 1: Non-calculator
Written examination
Higher:
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
Intermediate:
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
Foundation:
1 hour 30 minutes (65 marks)
50% of qualification
The written paper for each tier will comprise a number of short and longer, both structured and unstructured
questions which may be set on any part of the subject content of the specification. Candidates entered for
GCSE Mathematics will be expected to be familiar with the knowledge, skills and understanding implicit in
GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy.
Questions may be set on topics that are explicitly listed in the content of GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy.
Some questions will use multiple choice assessment. A calculator will not be allowed in this paper.
Unit 2: Calculator allowed
Written examination
Higher:
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
Intermediate:
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
Foundation:
1 hour 30 minutes (65 marks)
50% of qualification
The written paper for each tier will comprise a number of short and longer, both structured and unstructured
questions which may be set on any part of the subject content of the specification. Candidates entered for
GCSE Mathematics will be expected to be familiar with the knowledge, skills and understanding implicit in
GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy.
Questions may be set on topics that are explicitly listed in the content of GCSE Mathematics – Numeracy.
Some questions will use multiple choice assessment. A calculator will be allowed in this paper.

Director of Learning – Mr Jeff Matthews – jeffm@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Mathematics: Numeracy
Summary of Assessment
There are 3 tiers of entry for this qualification.
Higher Tier:
Intermediate Tier:
Foundation Tier:

Grades A*-C
Grades B-E
Grades D-G

Learners entered for this qualification must sit both units at either foundation, intermediate or higher tier,
in the same examination series.
Unit 1: Non-calculator
Written examination
Higher:
Intermediate
Foundation:
50% of qualification

1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
1 hour 30 minutes (65 marks)

The written paper for each tier will comprise a number of short and longer, both structured and unstructured
questions which may be set on any part of the subject content of the specification. Some of these questions
will involve differing parts that assess different aspects of numeracy but in the same context. Part questions
may vary in level of demand. Some questions will use multiple choice assessment. A calculator will not be
allowed in this paper.
Unit 2: Calculator allowed
Written examination
Higher
Intermediate:
Foundation:
50% of qualification

1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks)
1 hour 30 minutes (65 marks)

The written paper for each tier will comprise a number of short and longer, both structured and unstructured
questions which may be set on any part of the subject content of the specification. Some of these questions
will involve different parts that assess different aspects of numeracy but in the same context. Part questions
may vary in level of demand. Some questions will use multiple choice assessment. A calculator will be
allowed in this paper.

Director of Learning – Mr Jeff Matthews – jeffm@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Science
The National Curriculum dictates that all students undertake a balanced course of study of the sciences
which can be a co-ordinated course of science (made up of Biology, Chemistry and Physics) or the three
separate GCSE subjects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
The separate sciences will each be taught by a subject specialist.
Triple Science
3 SEPARATE GCSE QUALIFICATIONS. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO STUDY BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS AS
SEPARATE SUBJECTS ONE OF YOUR CHOICES MUST BE “TRIPLE AWARD”. THE SCHOOL WILL THEN DECIDE
WHETHER YOU ARE A SUITABLE CANDIDATE FOR TRIPLE SCIENCE OR WHETHER DOUBLE SCIENCE WOULD
BE A MORE APPROPRIATE COURSE FOR YOU.
Double Science
The science course covers aspects of all three sciences. Since it is not 3 separate subjects it therefore covers
less detail than the separate sciences.
The qualification in Science is DOUBLE SCIENCE
Double Science is worth 2 GCSEs. Double Science would also allow a student to study a Science at AS level.
There are 6 taught units, 2 for Biology, 2 for Chemistry and 2 for Physics.
Examination Structure (Unitised)
Units can be assessed in the Summer only. The first time of assessment for the first three units is Summer
2022.
Each unit is examined separately at both foundation and higher level. Each paper is a 1 hour 15minute
written exam and accounts for 15% of the final mark.
The controlled assessment part of the qualification has been replaced by a practical assessment. Students
have to carry out a prescribed experiment to obtain data which they then have to analyse. The practical
assessment will essentially be carried out under the same conditions as a written exam; it will also be marked
externally.
Higher level grade

A* - D

Foundation level grade

C– G

Crickhowell High School
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Triple Science
This choice consists of three full GCSE courses in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Biology
Why should you consider studying Biology?
•
•
•
•
•
•

You will be multi-skilled and develop flexibility in the way that you think and learn.
You will have the opportunity to acquire a range of practical skills.
You will need to solve problems by applying knowledge of key biological principles.
You will learn about the human body, how it works and how it interacts with the environment. This
will necessitate an awareness of social issues.
You will learn about animals, plants and their habitats and understand about the delicate balance
that exists between species and their environment.
By studying Biology, you are in training for a wide variety of careers from the medical profession,
through agricultural and sporting to environment centred careers.

There are 3 separate units: 2 taught units and 1 practical unit
UNIT 1: CELLS, ORGAN SYSTEMS and ECOSYSTEMS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cells and movement across membranes
Respiration and the respiratory system in humans
Digestion and the digestive system in humans
Circulatory system in humans
Plants and photosynthesis
Ecosystems, nutrient cycles and human impact on the environment

UNIT 2: VARIATION, HOMEOSTASIS and MICRO-ORGANISMS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Classification and biodiversity
Cell division and stem cells
DNA and inheritance
Variation and evolution
Response and regulation
Kidneys and homeostasis
Micro-organisms and their applications
Disease, defence and treatment

UNIT 3: PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
This comprises of a specified practical activity, carried out under a limited level of control and an analysis
and evaluation of data section, carried out under a high level of control. The practical assessment is
marked externally.
Examination Structure (Unitised)
The assessment of each sub unit is composed of:
•
•

2 x 1 hour 45-minute written exams (each worth 45% of final mark)
Practical assessment (10% of final mark)

Crickhowell High School
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Chemistry
Chemistry is the study of substances, what they are made of, how they interact and what role they play in
living things. It is the study of all materials and is vital to every aspect of life. The study of Chemistry to GCSE
opens the possibility of a wide range of careers, not just confined to those related to medicine and
engineering. Knowledge of chemistry is very useful when working in any sphere of industry, but especially
the chemical and pharmaceutical industries. It encourages organised and methodical thought; practical
ability is developed, and a problem-solving approach is at times useful.
There are 3 separate units: 2 taught units and 1 practical unit

UNIT 1: CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES, REACTIONS and ESSENTIAL RESOURCES
•
•
•
•
•
•

The nature of substances and chemical reactions
Atomic structure and the Periodic Table
Water
The ever-changing Earth
Rate of chemical change
Limestone

UNIT 2: CHEMICAL BONDING, APPLICATION OF CHEMICAL REACTIONS and
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bonding, structure and properties
Acids, bases and salts
Metals and their extraction
Chemical reactions and energy
Crude oil, fuels and organic chemistry
Reversible reactions, industrial processes and important chemicals

UNIT 3: PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
This comprises of a specified practical activity, carried out under a limited level of control and an analysis
and evaluation of data section, carried out under a high level of control. The practical assessment is
marked externally.
Examination Structure (Unitised)
The assessment of each sub unit is composed of:
•
•

2 x 1 hour 45-minute written exams (each worth 45% of final mark)
Practical assessment (10% of final mark)
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Physics
Physics is the study of ‘what, why and how’, covering a diverse range of subjects ranging from sub-atomic particles to
how the universe was formed. The ideas, techniques and skills developed during your GCSE will be invaluable not only
within the fields of engineering, but for understanding how things work in everyday life. Is Nuclear Power dangerous?
Why should you turn computer off and not leave it on stand-by? How can Physics help Wales win the 6 Nations?
Employment prospects for students who go on to study Physics at higher level are excellent and a wide variety of
career options are available, particularly in engineering - from electronic, electrical and mechanical, to aircraft,
materials or medical engineering. Sound and Mining Engineers travel the globe, Rocket engineers send Astro Physicists
into space, Radiographers save lives and Particle Physicists will save the world!..........

There are 3 separate units: 2 taught units and 1 practical unit
UNIT 1: ELECTRICITY, ENERGY and WAVES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Electric circuits
Generating electricity
Making use of energy
Domestic electricity
Features of waves
The total internal reflection of waves
Seismic waves
Kinetic theory
Electromagnetism

UNIT 2: FORCES, SPACE and RADIOACTIVITY
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Distance, speed and acceleration
Newton's laws
Work and energy
Further motion concepts
Stars and planets
The Universe
Types of radiation
Half-life
Nuclear decay and nuclear energy

UNIT 3: PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
This comprises of a specified practical activity, carried out under a limited level of control and an analysis
and evaluation of data section, carried out under a high level of control. The practical assessment is marked
externally.
Examination Structure (Unitised)
The assessment of each sub unit is composed of:
•
•

2 x 1 hour 45 minute written exams (each worth 45% of final mark)
Practical assessment (10% of final mark)

Crickhowell High School
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Double Science
There are 7 separate units: 6 taught units and 1 practical unit
UNIT 1: BIOLOGY 1
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cells and movement across membranes
Respiration and the respiratory system in
humans
Digestion and the digestive system in
humans
Circulatory system in humans
Plants and photosynthesis
Ecosystems and human impact on the
environment

UNIT 2: CHEMISTRY 1
•
•
•
•
•

The nature of substances and chemical
reactions
Atomic structure and the Periodic Table
Water
The ever-changing Earth
Rate of chemical change

UNIT 3: PHYSICS 1
•
•
•
•
•

Electric circuits
Generating electricity
Making use of energy
Domestic electricity
Features of waves

UNIT 4: BIOLOGY 2
•
•
•
•
•
•

Classification and biodiversity
Cell division and stem cells
DNA and inheritance
Variation and evolution
Response and regulation
Disease, defence and treatment

UNIT 5: CHEMISTRY 2
•
•
•
•
•

Bonding, structure and properties
Acids, bases and salts
Metals and their extraction
Chemical reactions and energy
Crude oil, fuels and carbon compounds

UNIT 6: PHYSICS 2
•
•
•
•
•
•

Distance, speed and acceleration
Newton's laws
Work and energy
Stars and planets
Types of radiation
Half-life

UNIT 7: PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
•

This comprises of a specified practical activity, carried out under a limited level of control and an
analysis and evaluation of data section, carried out under a high level of control. The practical
assessment is marked externally.

Examination Structure (Unitised)
The assessment of each sub unit is composed of:
•
•

6 x 1 hour 15-minute written exams (each worth 15% of final mark)
Practical assessment (10% of final mark)

Director of Learning for Science– Mrs Liz Bush – lizb@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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What will I cover?
All students will study Religion, Philosophy and Ethics. In Year 9 Students will complete a pre-GCSE skills
course covering a range of topics such as Human Rights, Anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. This will assist
them with developing their skills of defining, describing, explaining and evaluating before starting the GCSE
Course in the winter term.
The course is divided into 2 units:
• Religion and Philosophical Themes
• Religion and Ethical Themes
•
RS is a unique subject as it is not all about learning boring facts and figures. It will challenge the way the think
about life, the universe and everything else! Religion, Philosophy and Ethics is the perfect course to deepen
your knowledge and understanding of philosophy, ethics and eastern/western culture and religion.
Throughout the course, you will study ethical and philosophical themes while studying the beliefs of
Christianity, Hinduism, Humanism and Atheism.

Religion and Philosophical Themes
In this unit, you will study a range of themes such as ‘Issues of Life and Death’, which includes topics such as
the origin and value of human life, beliefs about death and the afterlife and debatable issues such as
abortion, euthanasia, just war theory and nuclear war and deterrence. Other themes include ‘Good and Evil’
which include stimulating and thought-provoking topics such as attitudes towards crime and punishment,
issues of forgiveness, war and peace and the problem of evil and suffering in the world. Also in this unit, you
will study various beliefs, teachings and practices from Christianity and Hinduism.

Religion and Ethical Themes
In this unit, you will examine key moral principles from a range of viewpoints and beliefs. You will debate
and evaluate a range of ethical issues such as ‘Issues of Relationships’ and gender/race equality. You will also
examine and debate issues surrounding ‘Human Rights’ such as problems with justice, extremism,
censorship, wealth and poverty and prejudice and discrimination. Also in this unit, you will study various
beliefs, teachings and practices from Christianity and Hinduism.
Assessment:
Two externally assessed papers:
Religion and Philosophical Themes:
Religion and Ethical Themes:

2 hours
2 hours

Paper 1 Religion and Philosophical Themes will be examined in the summer of Y10 where students will
achieve a Religious Studies Short Course Qualification. If students wish to gain a Full Course Qualification,
they will need to make the decision by the January of Year 10. Paper 2 Religion and Ethical Themes will be
examined in the summer of Y11 for those students who wish to carry this further as a Full Course. Therefore,
choosing to complete Full Course Religious Studies does not take up an ‘option choice’. Students who do not
choose to complete the Full Course will still be completing lessons based around Religion, Philosophy and
Ethics.

Crickhowell High School
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Relevance: Where can this course lead me?
A qualification for Religious Studies will qualify you for entry into a wide range of
jobs and professions. These professions do not just include Religious Studies
teaching, although there is a shortage of Religious Studies teachers. They include
other jobs such as Social and Personnel Work, Youth and Community Work,
Nursing and related services. Other careers such as Marketing, Production,
Armed Forces and Management etc. accept RS Full Course as a worthwhile
qualification. Sixth Form accepts Full Course Religious Studies as a meaningful
qualification!

“Class discussions make the lessons
enjoyable and give you the
opportunity to see various issues
from numerous perspectives.”

“RS broadens your understanding
of people and makes you see both
sides of an argument.”

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics is a great subject for anyone who is interested in people’s beliefs
and values, fascinated by the nature and impact of religion, and willing to develop critical thinking.
You might want to know that:
•
•
•
•

Our results have been consistently above the Welsh National Average for the past 4 years. We
are also one of the highest performing centres for results in Wales.
Many of our pupils go on to achieve well in A Level RS and are inspired to study more about
religion at university.
Employers and higher education institutions value the skills gained from studying Religion,
Philosophy and Ethics.
Russell Group Universities recognise that “Religious Studies … provides suitable preparation for
entry to university in general”.

Director of Learning for Humanities – Mr Mark Jones – markj@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk

Crickhowell High School
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Core Physical Education
All students will participate in two hours of core Physical Education each week. During these lessons the
emphasis is on improving and applying skills and developing appreciation and knowledge:
•
•
•

Participation in the major winter games (hockey, rugby, netball, soccer and badminton)
The planning and undertaking of a safe health-promoting exercise programme.
Participation in at least one summer activity selected from: athletics, cricket, tennis, volleyball, minor
games.

By the end of Year 11 students are expected to:
‘Demonstrate increasingly refined techniques in their selected activities. Their performance is more
consistent and effective. They anticipate responses from others and use this information to adapt their own
performance. They undertake different roles, such as performer, coach and official. They evaluate accurately
and make judgements using relevant technical terms. They regularly participate in health-promoting physical
activity and show an understanding of the principles used to prepare and monitor exercise programmes for
a healthy lifestyle’.
This is not an examination subject however; we do offer the option to undertake the GCSE PE short course
qualification at the end of Year 10.

WJEC GCSE PE SHORT COURSE
There are 2 Units to the course:

Unit 1: Introduction to physical education. 50% of qualification or 50 marks. This is assessed in a 1 hour
written examination in the summer of Year 10.
Students will be assessed through a range of short and extended questions. The questions will be based on
observations made on video footage provided by the exam board.

Unit 2: The active participant in physical education. Practical assessment with final marks being entered
in December 2020.
This is the practical unit in which students will be marked on their performance during core PE lessons. Alternatively,
students can submit using video evidence of performance in sports outside of school such as mountain biking or
sailing. Students will be assessed in two different activities in one individual sport and one team sport.
Video evidence for sports undertaken outside of school must be saved in one drive and the link emailed to Mrs
Gilbert in December 2020 for assessment.
This counts as 50% of qualification or 56 marks.

Crickhowell High School
Ysgol Uwchradd Crughywel

[23]

Headteacher/Pennaeth:
Jackie Parker

Unit 1: Contains 3 areas
1. Health, training and exercise
2. Exercise physiology
3. Movement analysis

Our expectation is that all students continue with some form of regular physical activity within the
community facilities and organisations.

Director of Learning for Expressive Arts – Mrs Alison Maguire – alisonm@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Welsh
All students study the full course in Welsh GCSE.
Siarad
Gwrando
Ysgrifennu
Darllen

Speaking
Listening
Writing
Reading

30%
20%
25%
25%

Units 1 and 2: Speaking and listening
Units 3 and 4: Reading and writing
Three broad themes: EMPLOYMENT, WALES AND THE WORLD, YOUTH

Unit 1 - Non-examination assessment:
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 –8 minutes (pair)
9 –12 minutes (group of 3)
10% speaking 15% listening
WJEC will provide visual stimuli to stimulate discussion.
Three days are set aside for the non-examination assessment. 15 minutes for each group.
The candidates will watch an approx. 2-minute visual clip (twice) and fill in a sheet discussion in pairs/
group on what was watched.

Unit 2 - Non-examination assessment:
•
•
•
•

6 –8 minutes (pair) 9 –12 minutes (group of 3)
20% speaking 5% listening
Pair/ group of three discussion based on the stimuli prepared by WJEC e.g. statement, discussion
topic or a question.
Three days are set aside for the non-examination

Unit 3 - Reading and writing
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Report, specific and instructional
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
15% reading 10% writing
Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses
Translating 1 short piece from English to Welsh
Proofread 1 short piece
Written tasks

Unit 4 - Reading and writing
•
•
•
•
•

Descriptive, creative and imaginative
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
10% reading 15% writing
Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses
Written tasks

Director of Learning for Languages – Mrs Keri Bosley – kerib@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Welsh Baccalaureate: Skills Challenge Certificate (SCC)
The Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Certificate is a new, compulsory GCSE equivalent for all students
studying within Wales. All assessment is via coursework.
The SCC itself is a measure for schools in Wales. It requires the successful completion of four distinct
challenges over Years 10 and 11 and a skills development programme in Year 9. If students pass the Skills
Challenge Certificate, which is graded, and in addition achieve GCSE Mathematics or Numeracy, GCSE
English, plus three further GCSEs, they will also achieve their Welsh Baccalaureate (at National Level 2 or
Foundation Level 1, depending on the grades of subjects).
The intention of the Skills Challenge Certificate/Welsh Baccalaureate are to complement students’ academic
studies by providing an opportunity to apply many of their cross-curricula skills - with a specific focus on
seven essential and employability skills, preparing students for employment and university - to projects
relevant to a contemporary citizen. Briefly, the four challenges are:
•

•

•

•

Global Challenge: encouraging students to take an active interest in current affairs and global issues
both local, national and international, as well as a questioning the reliability of sources of information
and raising awareness of a chosen global issue.
Community: encouraging students to develop their community engagement, independence and
personal organisation by planning and carrying out 10 hours of voluntary work (currently undertaken
with Primary students from our feeder schools).
Enterprise: developing entrepreneurial skills and ability to work as part of a team. Students fully plan
a small business proposal culminating in a group presentation to pitch their ideas and showcasing
their business ideas in a Christmas or Summer Fayre. Students must keep accurate notes of meetings
and decisions to evidence their decision-making process.
Individual Project: develops some of the simple structures and approaches required when carrying
out academic research in preparation for A-Level and University. Students are encouraged to
research an area of interest to them from a wide range of subjects.

As you may appreciate from these descriptions, the Skills Challenge Certificate is are intended to support a
well-rounded education and ensure we provide the opportunity for students to develop soft-skills relevant
to higher study, the workplace and responsible and ethically informed citizenship.
As the course has evolved, we have developed links to local business, charities and higher education
establishments. The opportunities the course presents, if grasped with enthusiasm, are very clear.
During Year 9, students are taught to research, evaluate sources of information (commenting on reliability),
develop and present their opinions and discuss global issues, giving their ‘Standpoint’. They also learn about
the importance of the community and look at ways to support chosen charities, through the First Give
Programme. They develop personal effectiveness by working independently to research charities, contacting
them for further information. Students improve their presentation skills by presenting ideas to the panel,
pitching for £1000 for their chosen charity.

Crickhowell High School
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Enterprise is covered during Year 9 as students develop ideas, analysing their strengths and weaknesses and
make decisions on how to promote their work using Social Media. They reflect and evaluate their progress
throughout the year, suggesting ways they could improve.

Director of Learning for Welsh Baccalaureate – Mrs Carron Goold – carrong@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Optional Subjects
Art and Design
Business Studies
Computer Science
Design and Technology
Drama
Food and Nutrition
French GCSE
Geography
German
Global Business Communication with French
History
ICT
Mandarin
Media
Music
Physical Education GCSE
Work Skills

Headteacher/Pennaeth:
Jackie Parker
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Art and Design
Art and Design is a broad based practical subject and will be highly relevant to students considering careers
in the creative industries such as the Fashion Industry, Graphic Design, Advertising, Illustration;
Photography, Architecture; Interior Design, Jewellery Design, Set and Stage Design and Digital Media along
with many others areas.
The Art and Design syllabus is intended to be flexible to allow students to express their individuality and
creativity. Art and Design encompasses a wide range of areas of study including those mentioned above.
In Year 9 pupils will work on a variety of Art and Design based projects that will allow them to build skills in
the different specialism we offer such as Fine Art, Three-Dimensional Design, Ceramics, Animation and
Photography.
In Year 10 students develop their own individual coursework projects from a common starting point deciding
on an area of study they wish to follow. Students are encouraged to use and experiment with a variety of
media, techniques and approaches. As their portfolios develop, they will have the opportunity to either focus
on a specialist area described above or move between disciplines.
The WJEC Art & Design GCSE course is assessed as follows:
A Coursework Portfolio
60%
Skills will be developed throughout Year 9 and the portfolio is developed from coursework completed during
Years 10 & 11
Terminal examination unit 40%
Spring term of Year 11. Externally set and timed tasks.
The GCSE is almost entirely a practical course. The terminal examination is a ten-hour practical examination
spread over two days.
Coursework forms a major part of the GCSE. It is essential that students keep to the reasonable and regularly
set deadlines if they are to manage the course effectively.
Should you choose to pursue Art & Design as an option, you can expect a challenging, practical course that
will provide you with opportunities to experience a variety of processes, techniques and media. The course
is aimed at encouraging a real sense of achievement that comes from commitment and involvement in your
work. We want to encourage students to demonstrate self-expression and imagination - this is not just
limited to the talented few.

Director of Learning for Expressive Arts – Mrs Alison Maguire – alisonm@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Business Studies
The course is divided into 2 units:
Business World & Business Perceptions
This GCSE qualification introduces learners to the business world, empowering them to develop as
commercially minded and enterprising individuals. Learners will have the opportunity to develop a wide
range of skills, enabling them to use business information critically, to develop arguments, to make justified
decisions and to prepare them for further study and career pathways.
The focus of the qualification is to introduce and nurture an enthusiasm for studying business in a range of
contexts. Learners will appreciate how businesses operate in a dynamic and competitive environment and
develop an understanding of the interdependent nature of business functions from a local to a global
perspective.
This specification also gives learners an opportunity to produce extended written responses and
demonstrate the quality of their written communication, including appropriate use of punctuation and
grammar.
Two externally assessed papers:
Unit 1: Business World is worth 62.5%
Examination 2 hours
A mix of short answer and structured questions based on stimulus material covering all of the specification
content.
Unit 2: Business Perceptions is worth 37.5%
Examination 1 hour 30 minutes
Data response questions covering all of the specification content.
This is a linear qualification in which all assessments must be taken at the end of the course. There is no
Controlled Assessment in this subject.

Course Content
The GCSE course is divided into six parts.
•

Business activity – it considers the nature of business. The role of business enterprise and
entrepreneurship. This topic considers why businesses may wish to operate globally.
• Influences on business – this considers external influences on business such as technology, the
economic climate, environment and the law.
• Business operations – we look at how a business operates, from producer goods and services, how
they manage their suppliers and how they sell their products.
• Finance – how businesses raise the finance they need. Calculate profit and loss and use financial
data.
• Marketing – methods of promoting products. Market research and how they use the marketing mix
to achieve high levels of sales.
• Human resources - how businesses recruit and select new employees and how they motivate and
train those employees.
Director of Learning for Humanities – Mr Mark Jones – markj@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Computer Science
This course develops students’ knowledge of how computers work and how they can be used in a real-life
context. It is aimed at students who want to pursue a career designing and implementing computer systems
and software, so therefore best suited for those who are interested in how a computer works and how to
program a computer to successfully complete a task. Ideal candidates should enjoy problem solving and be
logical thinkers. We strongly advise that students considering Computer Science have good projected
Mathematics grades. The course is designed to:
•
•
•
•
•

inspire students to become producers of software, not just users of software
help students to gain a broad understanding of computing, with an emphasis on programming and
problem solving
encourage personal development, motivation and confidence
develop students’ ability to think logically, a vital transferable skill
empower students to take responsibility for their own projects and learning

Unit 1
External Exam (written) – Understanding Computer Science. This examination will assess
understanding of the theory content of the specification with a mixture of short, medium and
longer answer questions.
1 ½ hours
Unit 2
External Exam (on screen) - Solving Problems Using Computers. This assessment consists of a series
of tasks set and marked by WJEC and completed on screen by candidates. These tasks will assess
the practical application of knowledge and understanding.
2 hours.
Unit 3
Practical Assessment - Developing Computing Solutions. This controlled assessment will give
candidates the opportunity to develop a piece of work using programming software following a
task brief from a choice of two issued by WJEC.
15 hours.

Director of Learning for Computer Science & ICT– Mr Alan Lewis – alanl@chs.wales

%
45%

30%

25%
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Design and Technology
This course is relevant to students who are interested in pursuing careers in areas such as design,
architecture, engineering, construction etc. It provides students with the opportunity to gain skills in
manufacturing processes and techniques, and to gain experience of working with a range of materials.
Following this course students should have the basic skills required to follow their chosen career path or to
continue on to Product Design at A Level and then on to Further/Higher Education.
The specification is based upon the view that design and technology is essentially a practical activity involving
the combination of skills with knowledge and understanding in order to design and make quality products.
It is intended to develop candidates’ design and technological capability through a flexible and broad-based
approach. The specification is planned to be sufficiently broad, balanced and relevant to interest all
candidates.
As a fundamental part of their course, candidates will design and make products. They should carry out
activities related to industrial practices and the application of systems and control within their designing and
making of these products.
Design Technology Resistant Materials involves the study of a number of areas relevant to the design and
manufacture of products. Students will learn to analyse products in relation to the specification of the
artefact, quality issues, use of materials, production methods etc. They will also learn about sustainability
and legislative issues, commercial manufacturing practices, materials and components, tools and
equipment, systems and processes and COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN / COMPUTER-AIDED MANUFACTURING
In addition students will need to have an understanding of designers/practitioners such as Dyson, Lovegrove,
Starke, Bayliss etc.

Method of Assessment
Unit 1: 2 hour written exam 50% of qualification
A written examination paper worth 50% of the overall grade will be sat at the end of year 11. The content of
this paper will comprise of a mix of short answer, structured and extended writing questions assessing
candidates' knowledge and understanding of product design.
Unit 2: Design and make task
Non-exam assessment: 35 hours to be completed under controlled conditions in class.
50% of qualification
A sustained design and make task, based on a contextual challenge set by WJEC, assessing candidates'
ability to:
•
•

Identify, investigate, analyse and outline design possibilities
Design and make prototypes and evaluate their fitness for purpose

Learning Leader for Design Technology – Mrs Natalie Armitti-Oliver – nataliea@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Drama
We are offering the Drama GCSE specification from the WJEC. Students will be taught for two hours a week;
four hours a fortnight. The GCSE comprises either practical performance or design work and there is an
element of text-based, theoretical study. Theatre visits will be necessary to complete this course.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Unit 1: Devising Theatre
Non-exam assessment: 40% of qualification
Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre based on
either the work of a theatre practitioner or a genre in response to a stimulus set by WJEC.
Learners complete a written evaluation of the devised performance under formal supervision.
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.
Unit 2: Performing Theatre
Non-exam assessment: 20% of qualification
Learners participate in a performance based on two 10 minute extracts from a performance text of their
own choice.
Learners will be assessed on either acting or design.
Unit 3: Interpreting Theatre
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of qualification
Section A: Set Text
A series of questions on one set text explored as an actor, designer and director.
Section B: Live Theatre Review
One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of one live theatre production seen
during the course.

The specification is available on the WJEC website at:
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/drama/r-drama-gcse-from-2016/

Director of Learning for Expressive Arts – Mrs Alison Maguire – alisonm@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk

Crickhowell High School

[33]

Ysgol Uwchradd Crughywel

Headteacher/Pennaeth:
Jackie Parker

Food and Nutrition
Nowadays the food we purchase and consume is becoming increasingly diverse. The effect of manufactured
food products on health and wellbeing is a hot topic in the news as the problem of obesity, diabetes and
heart disease is on the increase.
Making educated choices with regard to cost and nutritional value is becoming more significant than ever
before. This, along with celebrity chefs highlighting some of these factors means that food and nutrition has
become a key priority in health and well being.
As a life skill this course has a big emphasis on practical cooking skills and is aimed at those students who
wish to gain a wider understanding of the functions of ingredients in food in order to help them develop
their own recipes using scientific principles. There are clear links with Science subjects.

The course focuses on four main areas of study:
1. Nutrition, Diet and Health throughout Life.
2. Factors affecting Consumer Choice
3. Nutritional, Physical, Chemical and Sensory Properties of Food in Storage, Preparation and Cooking
4. Food Hygiene and Safety

Method of Assessment
40% written examination paper.
This unit will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions.
Section A: questions based on stimulus materials.
Section B: a range of question types to assess all content related to food and nutrition.
60% Coursework.
Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment:20% of the total marks available will be allocated to a
scientific food investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to
the scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.
Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment
40% of the total marks available will be allocated to a task, which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills
and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of dishes to form a
menu.
Learning Leader for Design Technology – Mrs Natalie Armitti-Oliver – nataliea@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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French
PREPARE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL WORLD BY LEARNING A LANGUAGE
A language is a skill and not a subject. Think ahead. Think global!
French is offered up to GCSE Level. The GCSE course is topic-based and places great emphasis on practical
language skills.
In Year 10 there is an opportunity to participate in a residential visit to France.
In 2015 the Welsh Government launched its "Global Futures" strategy. It sets out how we intend to
collectively achieve our vision for all learners in Wales to become global citizens, able to communicate
effectively in other languages and to appreciate other cultures.
"Learning languages brings benefits to the citizen, to our communities and to Wales as a confident, outwardfacing country. Not only does it equip our young people with additional linguistic skills, but it provides them
with a cultural education and knowledge that they would otherwise not experience. It offers new insights
into the traditions and contemporary society of other countries, but also an opportunity to view our own
country and communities in a new light. Never has this been more important than in our present challenging
context."
Kirsty Williams, AM, Cabinet Secretary for Education. December 2016.
Close to half of businesses in the UK (45%) recognize foreign language skills as beneficial to them with
European languages heading the list of those in demand – French 53%, German 49%, Spanish 36% “ ( CBI
survey)
Job sectors where languages are highly valued offering enhanced career opportunities:
Customer Services, Travel and Tourism, Banking and Finance, IT and Computing, Law, Engineering, Medicine,
Journalism, Media and Entertainment, Professional Sports, Marketing, Education, International Aid, the
Army, ALL International Organisations.

WJEC GCSE Specification
The GCSE specification for FRENCH supports the aim that the study of a modern foreign language will
broaden horizons, develop cultural knowledge and understanding and foster transferable skills such as
confidence, communication, problem solving and creativity. The specification also aims to provide learners
with a solid foundation on which to prepare them for future language study
This specification builds on subject content which is typically taught at key stage 3 and provides a suitable
foundation for the study of French at either AS or A level.

Crickhowell High School
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Course Content: Over the three years, students will study three broad themes:
1

Identity and Culture including Youth Culture (self and relationships; Technology and social
media), Lifestyle (health and fitness; entertainment and leisure), Customs and traditions (food
and drink; festivals and celebrations)

2

Wales and the World including Home and locality (local areas of interest; transport), France and
French speaking countries (local and regional features and characteristics; holidays and tourism),
Global Sustainability (environment; social issues)

3

Current and future study and employment including Current study (school/college life and
studies), World of work (work experience and part-time jobs; skills and personal qualities), Jobs
and future plans (applying for work/study; career plans)

Summary of Assessment:
Unit 1: Speaking Oral test:
•
•
•

7-9 minutes (Foundation tier) 10-12 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
60 marks
Three tasks: Role play
Photo card discussion
Conversation – Part 1 and Part 2

Unit 2: Listening:
•
•
•

Written examination: 35 minutes (Foundation tier)
45 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
60 marks
Listening comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses

Unit 3: Reading:
•
•
•

Written examination: 1 hour (Foundation tier)
1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
60 marks
Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation task from French into
English

Unit 4: Writing : Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes (Foundation tier)

1 hour 30 minutes (Higher tier)

25% of qualification: 60 marks
This unit requires learners to respond in French to a range of written tasks. Assessment in this unit will also
take account of knowledge of, and accurate application of, grammar and structures.

Director of Learning for Languages – Mrs Keri Bosley – kerib@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Geography
Breakdown of the Geography GCSE
Unit 1: Changing Physical and Human Landscapes – 40%

Examination 1 hour 30 minutes

Unit 2: Environmental and Development Issues – 40%

Examination 1 hour 30 minutes

Unit 3: Fieldwork paper and Enquiry – 20%

Completed over the 2 years

All candidates will take the same entry can achieve grades from A*-G

Paper Content
Unit 1 content will be covered in Year 9/10. This examination will consist of three sections, each from the
core themes. Each section will contain a range of short and extended prose data response questions. This
examination will be taken in June of Year 11
Unit 2 content will be covered in Year 10/11. This examination will consist of three sections, each from the
core themes. Each section will contain a range of short and extended prose data response questions. This
examination will be taken in June of Year 11

Controlled Assessment
Every student has to complete the Controlled Assessment (Unit 3: Fieldwork Enquiry). It will consist of a
portfolio of Fieldwork completed during the two years during two Fieldwork days and a written report which
will be completed under controlled conditions. The Fieldwork and portfolio will be completed during Year
11, with the report being written in the Autumn of Year 11.
Unit 1 Paper – Changing Physical and Human Landscapes
Students will study the following three topics during Year 9/10:
•
•
•

Landscapes and Physical Processes e.g. Rivers, Coasts and their management
Rural Urban Links e.g. Population change and Urbanisation
Tectonic Landscapes and Hazards e.g. Tectonic activity, Volcanoes and Earthquakes

Unit 2 Paper – Environmental and Development Issues
Students will study the following three topics during Year 10/11:
•
•
•

Weather, Climate and Ecosystems e.g. Climate Change, Hurricanes, Amazon Rainforest and Tundra
Development and Resource Issues e.g. LEDCS, Water Sustainability and Uneven Development
Social Development Issues e.g. Child Labour, Malaria & HIV in Africa and international migration

Director of Learning for Humanities – Mr Mark Jones – markj@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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German
PREPARE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL WORLD BY LEARNING A LANGUAGE
A language is a skill and not a subject. Think ahead and think global!
German is offered up to GCSE Level. The GCSE course is topic-based and places great emphasis on practical
language skills.
There will be an opportunity to participate in a residential visit to Germany in Year 10.
"Learning languages brings benefits to the citizen, to our communities and to Wales as a confident, outwardfacing country. Not only does it equip our young people with additional linguistic skills, but it provides them
with a cultural education and knowledge that they would otherwise not experience. It offers new insights
into the traditions and contemporary society of other countries, but also an opportunity to view our own
country and communities in a new light. Never has this been more important than in our present challenging
context."
Kirsty Williams, AM Cabinet Secretary for Education. December 2016.

Close to half of businesses in the UK (45%) recognise foreign language skills as beneficial to
them with European languages heading the list of those in demand – French 53%, German
49%, Spanish 36% “ ( CBI survey).
Job sectors where languages are highly valued offering enhanced career opportunities:
Customer Services, Travel and Tourism, Banking and Finance, IT and Computing, Law, Engineering, Medicine,
Journalism, Media and Entertainment, Professional Sports, Marketing, Education, International Aid, the
Army, ALL International Organisations

WJEC GCSE Specification
The GCSE specification for GERMAN supports the aim that the study of a modern foreign language will
broaden horizons, develop cultural knowledge and understanding and foster transferable skills such as
confidence, communication, problem solving and creativity. The specification also aims to provide learners
with a solid foundation on which to prepare them for future language study
This specification builds on subject content which is typically taught at key stage 3 and provides a suitable
foundation for the study of German at either AS or A level.
Course Content: Over the three years, students will study three broad themes:
Identity and Culture including Youth Culture (self and relationships; Technology and social media),
Lifestyle (health and fitness; entertainment and leisure), Customs and traditions (food and drink; festivals
and celebrations)
Wales and the World including Home and locality (local areas of interest; transport), Germany and
German speaking countries (local and regional features and characteristics; holidays and tourism), Global
Sustainability (environment; social issues)

Crickhowell High School
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Current and future study and employment including current study (school/college life and studies),
World of work (work experience and part-time jobs; skills and personal qualities), Jobs and future plans
(applying for work/study; career plans)

Summary of Assessment:
Unit 1: Speaking Oral test:
• 7-9 minutes (Foundation tier) 10-12 minutes (Higher tier)
• 25% of qualification
60 marks
• Three tasks: Role play
Photo card discussion
Conversation – Part 1 and Part 2
Unit 2: Listening:
•
•
•

Written examination : 35 minutes (Foundation tier) 45 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
60 marks
Listening comprehension tasks with non-verbal and written responses

Unit 3: Reading:
•
•
•

Written examination : 1 hour (Foundation tier)
1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
60 marks
Reading tasks with non-verbal and written responses, including one translation task from German
into English

Unit 4: Writing:
•
•
•

Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes (Foundation tier)
1 hour 30 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
60 marks
Writing tasks including one translation task from English into German

Director of Learning for Languages – Mrs Keri Bosley – kerib@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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GLOBAL BUSINESS COMMUNICATION with FRENCH
This is an exciting and engaging Level 2 qualification.
British Academy research "Born Global" indicates that language competence should be seen as a major
enabling skill and delivered within a context of broader employability skills.

About the Qualification
The Level 2 (GCSE equivalent) vocational award in Global Business Communication is designed to support
the aims of the Welsh Government Global Futures strategy in providing a vocational MFL qualification that
will facilitate a learner’s ability to work more effectively in the global economy. The qualification is
designed to create independent learners who will develop skills associated with language learning such as
problem, solving, creativity, literacy and also gain an understanding of the personal benefits of linguistic
competence and the importance of cultural awareness.

Structure of the Course
The Level 2 Global Business Communication Qualification is made up of 4 units:
1. Global Opportunities
Learners begin to understand the benefits of languages in a global economy. Learners will develop
skills to search and to apply for jobs abroad and build their skills in understanding work-related
communication in French. This unit, worth 25% is INTERNALLY ASSESSED.
2. Global Travel
Learners develop language skills to be able to effectively plan, organise and undertake work-related
travel in French. How do you search for travel options and make bookings in French? What Health
and Safety factors do you need to consider? Learners will develop their ability to be able to
understand travel information in French whether they are at an airport, train station or in a hotel.
This unit, worth 25%, is EXTERNALLY ASSESSED.
3. Global Customer Relationships
Learners learn to understand the importance of building customer relationships in a global market
and develop their customer service skills to respond to enquiries and/or complaints in French.
Learners will understand how to create a positive impression when representing their company
globally. They need to take cultural factors and conventions into consideration such as
formal/informal language, verbal and non-verbal communication and expected cultural norms.
This unit, worth 25%, is INTERNALLY ASSESSED.
4. Global Sales and Marketing
Learners will develop language skills to promote and sell products and services in French. Marketing
strategies play a crucial role in increasing sales globally. Employees need to understand how to best
promote their companies’ products or services. They will learn to develop an effective global sales
and marketing strategy in French. This unit, worth 25%, is INTERNALLY ASSESSED.
Director of Learning for Languages – Mrs Keri Bosley – kerib@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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History
The course in its outline stage should be as follows:
Unit 1 Examined in Year 10
Germany in Transition, 1919-39 (Written examination of 1 hour 15 minutes, worth 25%)
Each option will be assessed by compulsory questions. These will test second order historical concepts and
also analyse and evaluate historical sources and interpretations.

Unit 2 Examined in Year 11
Depression, War and Recovery, 1930-51 (Written examination of 1 hour 15 minutes, worth 25%)
Each option will be assessed by compulsory questions. These will focus largely on the analysis and evaluation
of historical sources and interpretations. There will also be questions testing second order historical
concepts.

Unit 3 Examined in Year 11
Changes in Crime and Punishment C. 1500 – 2000 (Written examination of 1 hour 15 minutes, worth 25%)

Controlled Assessment - Examined at end of Year 10 / Early Year 11
Working as an historian: (worth 25%)- this will involve the completion of two separate tasks, one with a
focus on source evaluation within the creation of an historical narrative and one with a focus on the
formation of different historical interpretations of history.

NB. Unlike other option choices there is no tiered or differentiated paper in GCSE History. This means that
candidates of all abilities sit the same examinations with a range of outcomes. Due to the rigorous academic
challenges presented by the strengthened specification, students will require good literacy skills with a focus
on extended writing. In addition, students will be expected to carry out reading and research in their own
time. Homework will be set regularly.
It is envisaged that the Department will organise a day-trip to the Imperial War Museum in London.
Director of Learning for Humanities – Mr Mark Jones – markj@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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ICT
A qualification in Information & Communication Technology can open up an increasing number of career
opportunities for students. Technology advances incredibly rapidly and many industries are making full use
of the available technology in today’s global workplace. ICT is a qualification that will teach you the
transferable skills needed in career paths such as software/games design and development, software/games
programming and testing, computer hardware design and development, system analysis and design, system
integration and of course teaching ICT.
ICT is an enjoyable and important addition to your GCSE results. It will be a useful addition to any choice you
make in your future education or career.

Unit 1
External Exam – Understanding also functional elements of ICT in a home and a school
context.
1½ Hours
Unit 2
Practical, Controlled Assessment – Solving Problems Using ICT. A portfolio of the pupils
work which shows how they research, obtain, interpret, use, develop and present
information. Assesses the functional aspects of ICT.
22½ Hours
Unit 3
External Exam – ICT in Organisations. Assesses how ICT is used in a business and industry
context.
1½ Hours
Unit 4
Practical, Controlled Assessment – Developing Multimedia ICT Solutions. Pupils develop
a piece of work using multimedia software following a task which will be given to them
by the WJEC.
22½ Hours

Director of Learning for Computer Science & ICT – Mr Alan Lewis – alanl@chs.wales

%
20%

30%

20%

30%
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Mandarin
Examination Board: Pearson/Edexcel

Why learn Mandarin?
Crickhowell High School: A Confucius Classroom
The number one reason is that Mandarin Chinese is the most widely spoken language in the world. Learn to
speak Mandarin and you can speak with millions of people around the globe.
Business - Business people who speak Mandarin have a huge advantage in tapping into the Chinese market.
It is much easier to develop all-important relationships if you can speak Mandarin.
Travel - China and Taiwan offer exciting travel opportunities. Getting around is much easier if you can speak
Mandarin.
Culture - With thousands of years of history, Chinese culture is endlessly fascinating. Whether your interests
are in history, architecture, music, or cuisine, a knowledge of Mandarin will enrich your understanding of
Chinese culture.
Crickhowell High School is a Confucius Classroom with a fully qualified Chinese Mandarin teacher and a
wealth of resources and facilities to support Chinese studies. There will be opportunities to participate in
a Chinese summer school in China.

OVERVIEW OF THE NEW GCSE COURSE
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Chinese allows students to develop their ability to
communicate with Chinese native speakers in both speech and writing. Students will study a variety of
contexts relevant to their age and interests and will develop a greater awareness of the culture of Chinesespeaking communities and countries.
GCSE THEMES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Identity and culture
Local area, holiday, travel
School
Future aspirations study and work
International and global dimension.

Examinations
Chinese consists of four externally examined papers based on the following skills: listening, speaking, reading
and writing.
Students must complete their speaking assessment in April/May and all other assessments in May/June in
any single year. Each paper is available at Foundation tier or Higher tier. Students must be entered for a
single tier across all papers.
Director of Learning for Languages – Mrs Keri Bosley – kerib@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Media
The Media is the means of mass communication with an audience. Media includes the study of film,
television, magazines, newspapers, social media, advertising, and video games.
We study the Media to help us understand how it influences society and how society influences it. In an ever
more media-dominated world it is essential to understand our relationship with it.
The course:
The GCSE consists of two written exams and a production controlled assessment in which the students create
their own piece of Media. The course comprises of four main areas of study: Media Language- how a media
text communicates with an audience; Representation- how different groups of people or events are
represented by the media; Audience- how different audiences are communicated to through the media;
Industry- how the media industry works in an ever changing modern environment.
Unit 1: Exploring the Media
•
•
•

30% of qualification 60 marks
Section A: Representations – advertising, video games and newspapers
Section B: Music

Unit 2: Understanding Television and Film
•
•
•

•

(Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes)

30% of qualification 60 marks
Section A: Wales on Television
Section B: Contemporary Hollywood Film

Unit 3: Creating Media
•
•

(Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes)

( Non-examination assessment)

40% of qualification 80 marks
A media production, including individual research and planning, created in response to a choice of
briefs set by WJEC, and applying knowledge and understanding of key concepts.
An individual reflective analysis of the production.

Director of Learning for English and Media – Mrs Melanie Watts – melaniew@crickhowellhs.powys.sch.uk
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Music
Studying Music to GCSE allows students to extend and develop their skills and knowledge in the three key
areas of performing, composing and appraising. Students will find out more about different types of music,
investigate how music is put together, write their own pieces and improve their performance skills both as
a soloist and within a group. GCSE Music is suitable for all students with a love of and interest in music. It is
a particularly good option for those who already play an instrument as these skills count towards your final
grade, but it is accessible to all who have an interest in the subject. In addition to developing music based
skills, students also develop many general skills such as independent learning, research, planning and
problem solving. Music qualifications are highly regarded by colleges of further education and employers
alike as musicians are trained to work methodically and to be self-disciplined. You may wish to use GCSE
Music as a basis for further study such as AS/A2 Music.

Course overview
Component

%

Performing

35%

Composing

35%

Requirements
Section A: Performing (30%)
A minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance of at
least one minute duration. The other piece(s) may be either solo and/or
ensemble. One of the pieces performed must link to an area of study of the
learner's choice.
Section B: Programme Note (5%)
A programme note for one of the pieces chosen for performance, linked to an
area of study.
Section A: Composing (30%)
Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a brief set by WJEC.
Learners will choose one brief from a choice of four, each one linked to a
different area of study. The briefs will be released during the first week of
September in the academic year in which the assessment is to be taken. The
second composition is a free composition for which learners set their own brief.
Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes
Section B: Evaluating (5%)
An evaluation of the piece composed in response to a brief set by WJEC.

Appraising

30%

Written examination: 1 hour
This unit is assessed via a listening examination.
Eight questions in total, two on each of the four areas of study.
1. Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
2. Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble
3. Area of study 3: Film Music
4. Area of study 4: Popular Music
Two of the eight questions are based on prepared extracts set by WJEC

Director of Learning for Expressive Arts – Mrs Alison Maguire – alisonm@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Physical Education
General overview
The Physical Education course is designed to enhance candidate’s confidence, self-esteem, self-respect and
the ability to work with others. This is achieved through an active involvement in four chosen practical
activities and the applied theoretical programme of study, all of which is purposeful and enjoyable. Most of
the in-depth theory is linked to practical situations, helping candidates to gain a deeper understanding of
the main concepts of their sports and areas of interest. Fundamentally, the course provides opportunities
for candidates to improve their overall knowledge and performance and to appreciate the necessity for a
sound understanding of the principles, practices and training which underpin performance, health and wellbeing. It enables candidates to select practical activities based on previous achievement, personal interest
and individual levels of motivation. Students will also gain an appreciation of other cultures and extend their
knowledge associated with the risks and benefits of sport.

The course will provide an ideal foundation for those who may already be thinking of doing A level Physical
Education, and further again, one of the many sporting degrees available at University level. Students who
opt for Physical Education and follow it through will have the opportunity to access many career paths. A
few examples include nutrition, sports physiotherapy and rehabilitation, sports psychology, sports
physiology and coaching science. The subject opens many doors.

The subject content focuses on five key areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Health, training and exercise
Exercise physiology
Movement analysis
Psychology of sport and physical activity
Socio-cultural issues in sport and physical activity.

All the subject content is assessed in Unit 1 as part of the written examination and in Unit 2 as part of the
personal fitness programme.

Units 1 and 2 require learners to demonstrate an understanding of how both qualitative and quantitative
data are collected. Learners are also required to analyse and evaluate data. In Unit 2 learners must present
data, including tables and graphs, as part of the personal fitness programme.

Crickhowell High School
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Unit 1 : Introduction to Physical Education. ( 2 hour written examination worth 50% of the qualification)
Learners will be assessed through a range of short and extended questions. The questions will be based on
audio-visual stimuli and other sources.
Unit 2 The active participant in physical education. (Practical assessment worth 50% of the
qualification)
This is the practical unit in which students will be marked on their performance during PE lessons.
Alternatively, students can provide video evidence of performance in sports outside of school such as
mountain biking or sailing.
Learners will be assessed in:
1. Three different activities in the role of performer
2. At least one individual and one team sport and one other from the approved lists of activities on
WJEC website (see link below).
3. A personal fitness programme linked to the chosen major activity.
For more information use the following address:
http://www.wjec.co.uk/wjec-gcse-physical-education-spec-from-2016-e.pdf

Director of Learning for Expressive Arts – Mrs Alison Maguire – alisonm@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
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Work Skills
Examination Board: Pearson
Level 2 qualification which is the GCSE equivalent of 2 B Grades.

Overview
The purpose of the Level 2 Work Skills is to give students the skills to enter and manage a career that will
change over time. The course is designed to enhance their employability skills, whether they are considering
employment immediately or after further education.
The content of the course is varied and meets the learning needs of all. Examples of units that the Work Skills
explores includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Achieving success at interview
Health and safety at work
Managing your own money
Developing your CV
Running your own enterprise activity
Working as a team
Applying for jobs

Assessment
The course assessment is portfolio based and this is a non-exam subject. Students will undertake a number
of distinct units during lesson time which will be assessed and verified by the subject teachers. Clear
deadlines will be set for the submission of each unit and students will be given staged guidance every lesson.
As is the case with all subjects, students will be expected to apply effort to this qualification outside of lesson
time.
The examination board website provides further details:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-workskills/level-2-2017.html

Contact : year8options2020@chs.wales
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Contact Details
Year 8 options

email : year8options2020@chs.wales

Mrs J Parker - Headteacher

email: jackie@chs.wales

Mrs A Hand – Senior Leader

email: allysonh@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk

Mrs G Walker – Progress Leader

email: georgiaw@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk

If parents and students would like a one to one meeting with the Headteacher or a member of the Leadership
Team please email : headpa@crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk to make an appointment.

