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Welcome to
Crickhowell High School is an 11-18
co-educational school set in the rural surrounds
of the Brecon Beacons National Park.
Crickhowell High School has an excellent local
and regional reputation for the quality of its
educational provision and facilities. Although
we have grown in size in recent years, we
ensure that all our students receive the very
best professional support and guidance.
A primary aim of our staﬀ is to know each child
as an individual, in order to ensure student
fulﬁlment and happiness.

Crickhowell High School and Sixth Form prides
itself as a 21st Century centre of excellence for
achievement and wellbeing. You will be able to
access a variety of qualiﬁcations and beneﬁt
from outstanding teaching and learning during
your time with us. During your studies, you can
expect to be taught by outstanding teachers
who will inspire you and prepare you for Higher
Education or employment, either in this
country or abroad. Your time in our school will
be enriched by your involvement in the
international ethos of the school as well as
becoming engaged with the local and wider
community.

Crickhowell High School
Crickhowell High School works with countries all
over the World and these opportunities are widely
available to all of our students as part of being
ethically informed global citizens. We believe
strongly in educating each student in the skills,
experiences and opportunities required for the
modern world. This is all within an outstanding
pastoral system of care and guidance led by an
experienced and friendly team.
Crickhowell High School demand high standards
in all that it does, reinforcing our belief in the
traditional values of hard work, discipline, courtesy
and respect. The school is served by very
motivated and highly qualiﬁed staﬀ, all dedicated
to ensuring every student achieves success
through endeavour. The most vital ingredient in
the success of our school is the quality of human
relationships. We take great pride in the
ﬂourishing partnership between home and school
in which all concerned work together in the best
interests of the students.

Crickhowell High School is a globally focussed
school. We have the full International School
Award from the British Council. We are a
Confucius Classroom centre and a Global
Learning Centre. The Welsh Baccalaureate
programme has enabled us to develop our
community ethos with strong links to our partner
primary schools as well as a range of local
businesses and national and global organisations.
We will prepare you for life and study beyond
Post 16. We are proud of our high academic and
vocational standards locally, nationally and
internationally. We also believe passionately in
inspirational opportunities through our student
leadership team.
As a Curriculum Pioneer School in Wales, we are
developing a new curriculum to deepen our
students’ learning and thereby to improve the
outcomes and opportunities for all our students
in Wales.

As a Professional Learning Pioneer School, we are
engaged in a number of learning partnerships to
help us build deeper understanding and greater
eﬀectiveness of how all students learn.
We are proud of our school, strong in the belief
that conﬁdence in a school comes from knowing
and understanding what is happening within it.
We hope you will extend your knowledge
through contact and discussion with the staﬀ.
It is important that mutual trust should be the
basis of our shared responsibility. We have no
doubt that you will be impressed when you visit
us and assure you of a very warm welcome.
Jackie Parker
Headteacher

1

“I love coming to school here”
Year 8 student

Croeso
Crickhowell High School is a purpose built,
community focused school of nearly 900
students. The school is located in the town of
Crickhowell, within the beautiful and inspiring
surroundings of the Brecon Beacons National
Park.
Crickhowell is consistently recognised as a high
achieving school with a record of academic
excellence. The school is constantly developing a
broader range of courses, activities, opportunities
and resources to meet the needs of the
community in the 21st Century.
Our target is for all students to achieve at least
ﬁve A* - C grades at GCSE, or the equivalent, by
the end of Key Stage 4.
Most of our students stay on in the Sixth Form
and go on to achieve excellent results post 16.
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We oﬀer a wide choice of academic and
vocational opportunities for all our students,
delivered by a specialist team of highly qualiﬁed
and dedicated staﬀ.
We also oﬀer access to collaborative learning pre
and post 16.
We work positively to identify and support the
individual learning needs of every student; the
quality of teaching, learning and achievement is
high. We welcome students of all abilities to join
our successful learning community.

This is done in a positive, friendly atmosphere,
which is based on mutual respect. Parents are
kept well informed of their children’s education
and progress via email, written reports, Parents’
Evenings and information evenings.
Parents are always welcome to come into school
to discuss any concerns.

We expect students to work hard and to practice
tolerance and understanding of others within the
school. We place great value on our partnership
with parents and work closely together to ensure
our students receive the best education possible
and are well prepared for their future life.
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Curriculum Achievements
‘The quality of teaching makes a signiﬁcant
contribution to pupils’ academic and personal development.
Estyn
Students with particular educational needs are
well supported throughout the curriculum in a
wide variety of ways.

As a school, we are committed to developing the
use of technology to enhance learning; this
includes interactive software, e-learning and
video conferencing facilities. We have an
extensive ICT network across the school which
has proved very successful in extending learning
opportunities for your students.

We continue to build the new Digital
Competency Framework into our curriculum as
an essential element of 21st Century Learning.

There is mutual respect between teachers and pupils
and these very good relationships have a positive
impact upon pupils’ attitude to work’.
Estyn
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Independent Learners
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All students have access to the school ICT
network from home. Students are encouraged to
be active and independent learners. Statistics
show that homework and all independent learning
is a key part of success in examinations.

Additional learning opportunities are available
during breaks and lunchtimes. Many students
attend twilight sessions when they have the
chance to access wide range of sporting,
academic and creative options.

Whatever a student’s ability or talent we will
give them every chance to develop into the
person they want to be: conﬁdent, mature, and
successful as they go on to higher education
and the world of work.

It is compulsory for all students and the work set
is appropriate and challenging. Students can
access supported ICT facilities every lunchtime.
The Learning Resource Centre is open from
8.15am to 4.30pm every day.

Our staff know every student as an individual,
with a range of talents and interests. They understand the diverse learning needs and provide the
best possible individual learning pathway to meet
those needs and maximise every student’s potential.

Each voice and each opinion is important: we
will listen to what our students have to say.
We recognise that they are unique and deserve to
be conﬁdent and supported throughout the
school. We support and value the individuality
of all.
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Participation & Partnership
We trust our students to do their best and
celebrate their continued success.
‘The quality of pastoral care given to pupils is also
outstanding. The Headteacher, members of the
leadership team and many staff know every pupil as an
individual’.
Estyn
‘Through curricular and extra-curricular activities
students gain in conﬁdence. They are mature, sociable
young adults who engage politely, naturally and
enthusiastically with visits and express their views
objectively and cogently’.
Estyn
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Crickhowell students have numerous
opportunities to visit other countries as part of
their academic and extra-curricular studies with
regular visits to many countries in Europe.
We also have regular trips to different countries
across the globe with a speciﬁc learning focus
each time.

In order to be successful at school, children need
to be happy. It is our belief that children thrive in a
secure but challenging setting where they are
treated with care and respect and where there
are lots of opportunities for personal and spiritual
development, and for students to take
responsibility.

We have a very strong commitment to Education
for Sustainable Development and Global
Citizenship and close links with Schools in South
Africa. Uganda and Europe.

• Music and Drama thrive at Crickhowell –
pleasure, satisfaction and success come from
taking part in our annual range of shows,
concerts and performances

In the last few years, the school has visited
Uganda, Ethiopia, USA, Canada, Italy, Finland and
Austria as well as working with student, staff and
school across the world. Staff and students
regularly visit other countries as part of our rich
International Curriculum. We are one of a small
number of Confucius Classrooms in Wales and we
are a Global Learning Centre.

• The UK Rotary competitions in Art,
Photography, Food Technology, Writing,
Interviewing, Public Speaking and Music
provide a rich variety of local, regional and
national competitions, which attracts a
signiﬁcant number of entries every year. There
are also a number of other annual competitions
locally and nationally for students to enter.
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Much more than just
learning in a classroom…..
• Students are encouraged to take part in the
clubs and activities which go on at lunchtimes
and after school – sports, ICT, Art and Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme are a small example of
what is on offer.
• Our Student Council is very active with repre
sentatives joining the Governing Body.
• We know also that as children are growing up
they sometimes need support. Our trained
Wellbeing Team are available at all times.
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• There are literally dozens of visits and trips.
There is something for everyone.
• Everyone is allocated to one of our ﬁve houses:
Dewi, Catwg, Melangell and Hywel and
compete to win the house prize in our annual
school Eisteddfod.
‘The breadth of extra-curricular provision at the
school is outstanding particularly in sport, music,
drama and visits abroad’.
Estyn
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A Healthy Community

This increases the provision of active recreation,
raises student participation levels, develops and
promotes links with local clubs.

Activities include Basketball, Dodge ball,
Swimming, Golf, Rock Climbing, Caving, Horse
Riding and Fencing.
Regular skiing and snowboarding trips with
numbers in excess of eighty students run every
year to destinations such as France, Austria, Spain,
Italy and Switzerland.
The school has been awarded the National
Healthy Schools Award and we are a Welsh
Government Mental Health Pilot School.
We are recognised as a Centre of Excellence for
Inclusion.
Crickhowell High School creates a more tolerant
atmosphere by teaching pupils about diversity and
equality through the curriculum’.
Estyn Inspector

12

e Through En
lenc
dea
l
e
c
vo
Ex
ur

Physical Education at Crickhowell provides
opportunities and links to the community to
allow students to progress to reach their full
potential. The school enjoys sporting success at
both local and national levels with a number of
students going on to a career in sport. As well as
a wide range of extra-curricular activities
including Rugby, Football, Netball, Hockey,
Tennis, Athletics and Badminton. Our 5 x 60
Co-ordinator runs a range of sporting experiences available to all students.
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Outstanding Sixth Form
Provision
With a vibrant Sixth Form, we are able to offer a
wide range of courses. Students have access to
more than 25 A Level subjects as well as additional
courses at neighbouring schools and colleges.
Whatever your decisions and choice of study, at
Crickhowell you will be fully supported by your
subject teachers and your tutor who will be on hand
to offer advice and guidance throughout your time
with us. Life in our Sixth Form is full in every sense
of the word; varied, vibrant, fulﬁlling and
demanding.

‘The most striking feature of the school is its strong is
its strong ethos of learning in which very good
behaviour is the norm and motivation is high.
In this atmosphere, pupils’ and students’
development – academic, spiritual, moral, social and
cultural – through curricular and extra-curricular
experiences, is exceptionally good.
-Estyn

You are unique… so are we!

We very much believe that once you have seen us
in action, you will decide that you want to become
part of our future so that we can help you shape
yours.

Each year sees a substantial proportion of
students choosing this route and our sixth form
has grown to over 200 students.

Crickhowell High School Sixth Form presents a
wealth of opportunity and challenge for students
who have taken the decision to extend their
education beyond the age of 16 as evidenced by
our most recent results, which place us at the top
of our family of schools.

If you give your best, our established record of
working in partnership will stand you in good stead.
The opportunity is there – we hope that you will
join us.
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“ The teachers are really caring
and it’s nice that they all know my
name ”
Year 9 student
“ There always seem so many visits
and people coming into school.
Every day is diﬀerent ”
Year 7 student
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“ My choice for the 6th Form was
simple – the best A Level results
in Wales ”
Year 12 student
“ Make this your ﬁrst and only
choice as a school. I am looking
foward to university but will be
sad to leave Crickhowell ”
Year 13 student

For more details or to visit the school, please phone
01873 813500
or go to www.crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk

Crickhowell High School
Ysgol Uwchradd Crughywel
New Road, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1AW

Excellence through Endeavour
www.crickhowell-hs.powys.sch.uk
Twitter: www.twitter.com/crickhowellhs
Facebook: www.facebook.com/crickhowellhs

